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as well as in that of book printing, for the oldest existing English
newspaper began as the Oxford Gazette in 1665 and Jackson's Oxford
Journal was a leading provincial weekly for many years in the
eighteenth century. Oxford's newspapers are now owned by a
combine which controls some forty-eight papers in various parts
of the country.
The history of the local motor industry is in strong contrast with
that of printing. Its establishment was due to the enterprise of one
of the inhabitants of the city and not to propinquity to raw materials
or markets, although accessibility to these has obviously been good
enough not to hamper production. Morris Motors Ltd. started
as a branch of Morris Garages Ltd. in 1912 for the assembling of
cars, and has expanded until, by 1936, it had a capital of £5,000,000
and, in 1935, an output of about 95,000 cars of an approximate total
value of £15,350,000. This was a 75 per cent, increase on the value
of its production two years previously. The total production of
motor vehicles by the British manufacturers in 1935 was 403,720, so
that in that year Morris Motors Ltd. contributed about a quarter of
the total output of the country. The company's activities are not
concentrated in Oxford. The Cowley works have remained an
assembly plant, with the addition of a department for body manu-
facture, but instead of relying entirely on other firms for the supply
of parts, as was originally the case, the company has gradually ac-
quired factories for the supply of many of the parts required. It has
a foundry and an engine supplier's factory at Coventry, and some
years ago took over a newly established radiator factory in North
Oxford. This works manufactures small pressings such as bonnets
and petrol tanks, as well as radiators. Morris Motors Ltd. have also
taken over Riley (Coventry) Ltd. and the Wolseley Motor Company
which, besides the manufacture of its own cars, now does all the
machining (not included in the engines) for Morris Motors Ltd.
Another enterprise of the firm is the M.G. Car Company at Abingdon,
which concentrates on the sports type of car; here production is not
organized on a mass basis, the maximum output a week being about
100 cars, compared with over 600 a day in the Cowley plant.
The other big firm in Oxford in the motor manufacturing industry
is the Pressed Steel Company. Its establishment was directly con-
nected with the existence here of Morris Motors Ltd., but it is
now independent of that company, which retains only its holding
of all the debenture shares. Its management and organization have
a marked international complexion and it has close relations with
a big American steel manufacturing firm. Established in 1926,

